
The Cairngorms Campaign has led an initiative to lobby Scottish Cabinet Minister for 
Social Justice, Alex Neil,and have areas of ancient woodland removed from the 
Cairngorms National Park Authority’s Local Development Plan (LDP). The Minister has 
28 days to consider the Plan which will come into force in February 2015 and be the 
blueprint by which all housing developments in the Cairngorms National Park for the 
next 5 years are assessed. Throughout the consultation on the LDP the Campaign has 
objected to plans for housing to be built on land of value for its rich biodiversity and 
landscape – part of what makes the National Park so special and because these housing 
developments will not satisfy the need for local people to have a place to live at 
affordable rents. Over 35% of housing within the National Park is already second 
homes/holiday lets, occupied for only part of the year. 

The letter was signed by 12 other groups and Highland News on BBC Radio Scotland 
covered the story.An article by Rob Edwards in the Sunday Herald can be read here: 
http://www.robedwards.com/2014/12/bid-to-save-rare-wildlife-from-housing-
developments-in-the-cairngorms.html 

See below for the letter content. 

 

 

 

School Wood at Nethy Bridge – still 
vulnerable to housing development despite 
being home to red squirrels, otters and 
many other species that the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority and Scottish 
Government say they are committed to 
taking more care of. 
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Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

Cairngorms National Park Local Development Plan as Submitted to Scottish Ministers. 

Request for modifications. 

 

Our organisations strongly support Scotland’s national parks as exemplars of sustainable 

development, safeguarding landscapes, habitats and species of national and international importance. 

We also support a planning process that is based on up-to-date evidence, that is operated to help 

deliver benefits for all by safeguarding natural capital, and takes appropriate account of the need for 

wise stewardship of areas of prime importance for biodiversity. 

In the submitted Local Development Plan for the Cairngorms National Park we therefore welcome 

modifications that support the retention of native Scots pine woodlands with high conservation and 

landscape value (deletion of Nethy Bridge H1 School Road and the woodland part of Carrbridge H1). 

We note that these modifications closely accord with SPP 2014, para. 194, Policy Principles, which 

states that the planning system should  “protect and enhance ancient semi-natural woodland as an 

important and irreplaceable resource, together with other native or long-established woods ... with 

high conservation or landscape value”. 

New information that was unavailable to the Reporters examining the Local Development Plan earlier 

this year has emerged. In view of this we request that Scottish Ministers modify the following 

allocations: 

1. Delete Nethy Bridge H1 Craigmore Road (H1 School Road has already been deleted as a 

modification), for the following reasons: 

 The site is now (November, 2014) recognised by the CNPA as an Ancient Woodland Inventory 

site of high quality; 

 The new discovery of green shield moss, an international conservation interest, very near H1; 



 The new discovery of Pucciniastrum goodyerae, a rarity on the pinewood orchid ‘creeping ladies 

tresses’ near H1; 

 The Park Authority’s unanimous refusal in November 2014 of an application that included Nethy 

Bridge H1, due, inter alia, to “significant impact” on green shield moss “which could not be 

compensated for by habitat creation in the short to medium term, due to the habitat needs of this 

species”. 

Given these constraints we submit this Nethy Bridge H1 Craigmore Road allocation is no longer 

effective. 

 2. Delete both Carrbridge H2 and remaining part of H1 (the woodland part of H1 has already 

been deleted as a modification), for the following recent discovery: 

 These flower-rich long-established grasslands which are of high biodiversity value, supporting the  

mountain bumble bee, wood ants and other notable invertebrates, were discovered to support 

important populations of the Cairngorms Nature Action Plan shortlisted species Crimson Waxcap 

in autumn 2014. 

3. Amend allocation and settlement boundary of Inverdruie & Coylumbridge T1, for the 

following reasons: 

 Reporters correctly identified that the allocation and settlement boundary did not reflect the 

existing caravan site and recommended modification; 

 However, new access and stances that are outwith the existing site were created without planning 

permission and a retrospective application has been withdrawn. The Reporters do not appear to 

have been made aware of this information and recommended that T1 be enlarged and the 

settlement boundary extended to include this area, apparently incorrectly believing it to be part of 

the existing site. This modification extends T1 to the European site boundary. 

We suggest the boundary of T1 and the settlement boundary should be modified again to accurately 

follow the existing, permissioned, caravan site. 

 If adopted in its present form, the Local Development Plan would have an adverse impact on 

irreplaceable natural capital, with lasting costs for present and future generations. 

We request that Scottish Ministers adopt the above suggested modifications to help ensure that the 

new Cairngorms National Park Local Development Plan safeguards the exceptional natural heritage 

of Scotland’s largest National Park. 

Yours truly 

Director, Cairngorms Campaign 

Peter Minting, Scottish Project Officer, Amphibian & Reptile Conservation  

Gus Jones, Convener, Badenoch & Strathspey Conservation Group 



 

 

Craig Macadam, Director Scotland, Buglife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust 

John Parrott, Director, Coille Alba 

Richard Dixon, Director, Friends of the Earth Scotland 

Stuart Brooks, Chief Executive, John Muir Trust 

David Windle, Chairman, North East Mountain Trust 

Helen Todd, Campaigns and Policy Officer, Ramblers Scotland 

Eddie Palmer, Chairman, Scottish Badgers 

Ross Anderson, Chairman, Scottish Campaign for National Parks 

John Milne, Convenor, Scottish Wild Land Group 

Carol Evans, Director, Woodland Trust Scotland 

 

 

 

 

 


